CHAPTER 2
THE TIGER KING - By Kalki
About the Author :

Ramasamy Krishnamurthy (1899 - 1954) was a famous Tamil writer, journalist, and freedom activist. His
Pen name was Kalki. He is known for his Historical novels and Social satire.

Note : Sometimes writers don’t use their real name. They choose a different name to write books or
stories. This name that a writer uses instead of their real name is called a Pen Name.

Note : Satire is using humour to make fun of people, ideas, or situations to show what is wrong with them
and teach a lesson or point out mistakes.

About The Tiger King and the Author’s Style of Writing :

= The Tiger King is an engaging and thought-provoking story that stands out for its clever mix of
humour and deeper meaning. The author uses a simple and entertaining storyline to explore
important ideas like fate, power, and human arrogance.

» The storyline keeps the reader interested and the ironic ending leaves a strong impact .

= Kalki Krishnamurthy’s writing style is lively, witty, and satirical. He uses humour to gently mock the
foolishness of the king and, through him, criticise people in positions of power.

= His language is easy to follow, yet rich in meaning, making the story both enjoyable and meaningful
for readers.

KEY THEMES IN THE LESSON :

1. Power and Arrogance
The king becomes arrogant , obsessed and cruel and uses his power to kill tigers & punish people

2. Satire on Royalty
The author shows the king as foolish and irrational with a blind obsession and no wisdom.

3. lIrony of Life

The king avoids what he sees as big & real danger but dies from something small and insignificant like a tiny
wooden splinter.

4. Fate & Superstition vs Free Will



The astrologer predicts the King's death by a tiger and the king tries to defeat what he sees as his fate but
Ironically fails.
Note : Irony/ Ironical is when something happens that is very different from what we expect.

BRIEF SUMMARY:

The story is about the Maharaja of Pratibandapuram, known as the Tiger King. At birth, an astrologer
predicts that he will die because of a tiger.

To challenge fate, the king starts killing tigers. He kills 99 tigers but struggles to find the 100th. Finally, he
believes he has killed the 100th tiger, but unknowingly, the tiger is not dead.

Years later, he buys a wooden tiger for his son. While playing with it, a small splinter from the toy enters his
hand. The infection worsens, and despite surgery, he dies.

Irony: The mighty Tiger King, who killed 99 tigers, meets his end by a toy tiger.

NCERT TEXT BOOK : THE TIGER KING

Before you read :
What is the general attitude of human beings towards wild animals?

People usually see wild animals as dangerous or as a threat .
Sadly many exploit animals - they treat them as objects for entertainment or hunting ..
Some kill or capture them for power, money, or pride.
At the same time, some people feel curiosity or admiration for wild animals and many others work hard and
want to protect and conserve wildlife .

THE Maharaja of Pratibandapuram is the hero of this story.
He may be identified as His Highness Jamedar-General,

Read and Find Out : Khiledar-Major, Sata Vyaghra Samhari, Maharajadhiraja

Who is the Tiger King? Why does he get

that name Visva Bhuvana Samrat, Sir Jilani Jung Jung Bahadur, M.A.D.,
A.C.T.C., or C.R.C.K. But this name is often shortened to the
The Tiger King is the Maharaja of Tiger King.
Pratibandapuram. He is called the Tiger
King because he spends his life hunting | have come forward to tell you why he came to be known
and killing tigers to escape the prediction as Tiger King. | have no intention of pretending to advance
that a tiger would kill him. only to end in a strategic withdrawal. Even the threat of a

Stuka bomber will not throw me off track. The Stuka, if it
likes, can beat a hasty retreat from my story.

Note : no intention of pretending to advance only to end in a strategic withdrawal - Not planning to act
brave at first and then run away later.

Right at the start, it is imperative to disclose a matter of vital importance about the Tiger King. Everyone
who reads of him will experience the natural desire to meet a man of his indomitable courage face-to-face.
But there is no chance of its fulfillment. As Bharata said to Rama about Dasaratha, the Tiger King has
reached that final abode of all living creatures. In other words, the Tiger King is dead.



The manner of his death is a matter of extraordinary interest. It can be revealed only at the end of the tale.
The most fantastic aspect of his demise was that as soon as he was born, astrologers had foretold that one
day the Tiger King would actually have to die.

“The child will grow up to become the warrior of warriors, hero of heroes, champion of champions. But...”
they bit their lips and swallowed hard. When compelled to continue, the astrologers came out with it. “This
is a secret which should not be revealed at all. And yet we are forced to speak out. The child born under
this star will one day have to meet its death.”

At that very moment a great miracle took place. An astonishing phrase emerged from the lips of the ten-
day-old Jilani Jung Jung Bahadur, “O wise prophets!”

Everyone stood transfixed in stupefaction. They looked wildly at each other and blinked.
Note : transfixed in stupefaction - So shocked or surprised that one cannot move or react.
““O wise prophets! It was | who spoke.”

This time there were no grounds for doubt. It was the infant born just ten days ago who had enunciated the
words so clearly.

The chief astrologer took off his spectacles and gazed intently at the baby.

“All those who are born will one day have to die. We don’t need your predictions to know that. There
would be some sense in it if you could tell us the manner of that death,” the royal infant uttered these
words in his little squeaky voice.

The chief astrologer placed his finger on his nose in wonder. A baby barely ten days old opens its lips in
speech! Not only that, it also raises intelligent questions! Incredible! Rather like the bulletins issued by the
war office, than facts.

Note : Rather like the bulletins issued by the war office - Like government war updates which are often
dramatic and exaggerated

The chief astrologer took his finger off his nose and fixed his eyes upon the little prince.

“The prince was born in the hour of the Bull. The Bull and the Tiger are enemies, therefore, death comes
from the Tiger,” he explained.

You may think that crown prince Jung Jung Bahadur was thrown into a quake when he heard the word
‘Tiger’. That was exactly what did not happen. As soon as he heard it pronounced, the crown prince gave a
deep growl. Terrifying words emerged from his lips.

Note : thrown into a quake - feeling suddenly frightened or shaken
“Let tigers beware!”’

This account is only a rumour rife in Pratibandapuram. But with hindsight we may conclude it was based on
some truth.

Crown prince Jung Jung Bahadur grew taller and stronger
day by day. No other miracle marked his childhood days
apart from the event already described. The boy drank the
milk of an English cow, was brought up by an English
nanny, tutored in English by an Englishman, saw nothing



: : but English films — exactly as the crown princes of all the
Read anq Find Out : What d|d7the other Indian states did. When he came of age at twenty,
royal infant grow up to be? the State, which had been with the Court of Wards until

The royal infant grew up to be a then, came into his hands.

powerful, brave, but arrogant king
who became famous for his
obsession with killing tigers.

the astrologer’s prediction. Many continued to discuss the
ars.

tibandapuram State. They had tigers in them. The Maharaja
knew tne ora saymng, vou mmay Kinreverr a cow in self-defence’. There could certainly be no objection to
killing tigers in self-defence. The Maharaja started out on a tiger hunt.

The Maharaja was thrilled beyond measure when he killed his first tiger. He sent for the State astrologer
and showed him the dead beast.

“What do you say now?”’ he demanded.

“Your majesty may kill ninety-nine tigers in exactly the same manner. But...” the astrologer drawled.
“But what? Speak without fear.”

“But you must be very careful with the hundredth tiger.”

“What if the hundredth tiger were also killed?"”

PR NS

“Then | will tear up all my books on astrology, set fire to them, and...” “And...” “‘I shall cut off my tuft, crop
my hair short and become an insurance agent,” the astrologer finished on an incoherent note.

1]
From that day onwards it was celebration time for all the tigers inhabiting Pratibandapuram.

The State banned tiger hunting by anyone except the Maharaja. A proclamation was issued to the effect
that if anyone dared to fling so much as a stone at a tiger, all his wealth and property would be confiscated.

The Maharaja vowed he would attend to all other matters only after killing the hundred tigers. Initially the
king seemed well set to realise his ambition.

Not that he faced no dangers. There were times when the bullet missed its mark, the tiger leapt upon him
and he fought the beast with his bare hands. Each time it was the Maharaja who won.

At another time he was in danger of losing his throne. A high ranking British officer visited
Pratibandapuram. He was very fond of hunting tigers. And fonder of being photographed with the tigers he
had shot. As usual, he wished to hunt tigers in Pratibandapuram. But the Maharaja was firm in his resolve.
He refused permission. ‘| can organise any other hunt. You may go on a boar hunt. You may conduct a
mouse hunt. We are ready for a mosquito hunt. But tiger hunt! That’s impossible!”

The British officer’s secretary sent word to the Maharaja through the dewan that the durai himself did not
have to kill the tiger. The Maharaja could do the actual killing. What was important to the durai was a
photograph of himself holding the gun and standing over the tiger’s carcass. But the Maharaja would not
agree even to this proposal. If he relented now, what would he do if other British officers turned up for
tiger hunts?

Because he prevented a British officer from fulfilling his desire, the Maharaja stood in danger of losing his
kingdom itself.



The Maharaja and the dewan held deliberations over this issue. As a result, a telegram was dispatched
forthwith to a famous British company of jewellers in Calcutta. ‘Send samples of expensive diamond rings
of different designs.’

Some fifty rings arrived. The Maharaja sent the whole lot to the British officer’s good lady. The king and the
minister expected the duraisani to choose one or two rings and send the rest back. Within no time at all the
duraisani sent her reply: ‘Thank you very much for your gifts.’

In two days a bill for three lakh of rupees came from the British jewellers. The Maharaja was happy that
though he had lost three lakh of rupees, he had managed to retain his kingdom.

v

The Maharaja’s tiger hunts continued to be highly successful. Within ten years he was able to kill seventy
tigers. And then, an unforeseen hurdle brought his mission to a standstill. The tiger population became
extinct in the forests of Pratibandapuram. Who knows whether the tigers practised birth control or
committed harakiri? Or simply ran away from the State because they desired to be shot by British hands
alone?

Read & Find Out : One day the Maharaja sent for the dewan. “Dewan
What will the Maharaja do to find the required Saheb, aren’t you aware of the fact that thirty
number of tigers to kill? tigers still remain to be shot down by this gun of

mine?’’ he asked, brandishing his gun.
The Maharaja will do everything possible to
complete his goal of killing 100 tigers.. He
marries a princess from a place with many tigers out, “Your Majesty! | am not a tiger!”
and uses all possible means to find and kill the
required number of tigers.

Shuddering at the sight of the gun, the dewan cried

“Which idiot would call you a tiger?”

“No, and I'm not a gun!”’

“You are neither tiger nor gun. Dewan Saheb, | summoned you here for a different purpose. | have decided
to get married.”

The dewan began to babble even more. ‘“‘Your Majesty, | have two wives already. If | marry you ..."”
“Don’t talk nonsense! Why should | marry you? What | want is a tiger...”

“Your Majesty! Please think it over. Your ancestors were married to the sword. If you like, marry the gun. A
Tiger King is more than enough for this state. It doesn’t need a Tiger Queen as well!”

The Maharaja gave a loud crack of laughter. “‘I'm not thinking of marrying either a tiger or a gun, but a girl
from the ranks of human beings. First you may draw up statistics of tiger populations in the different native
states. Next you may investigate if there is a girl | can marry in the royal family of a state with a large tiger
population.”

The dewan followed his orders. He found the right girl from a state which possessed a large number of
tigers.

Maharaja Jung Jung Bahadur killed five or six tigers each time he visited his father-in-law. In this manner,
ninety-nine tiger skins adorned the walls of the reception hall in the Pratibandapuram palace.



Read & Find Out : The Maharaja’s anxiety reached a fever pitch when

How will the Maharaja prepare himself for the there remained just one tiger to achieve his tally of
hundredth tiger which was supposed to decide a hundred. He had this one thought during the day
his fate? and the same dream at night. By this time the tiger

farms had run dry even in his father-in-law's
making careful plans, and using all his power and kingdom. It became impossible to locate tigers
resources so that he can successfully kill the anywhere. Yet only one more was needed. If he
hundredth tiger. could kill just that one single beast, the Maharaja
would have no fears left. He could give up tiger
hunting altogether.

The Maharaja prepares by practising shooting,

But he had to be extremely careful with that last tiger. What had the late chief astrologer said? “Even after
killing ninety-nine tigers the Maharaja should beware of the hundredth...” True enough. The tiger was a
savage beast after all. One had to be wary of it. But where was that hundredth tiger to be found? It seemed
easier to find tiger's milk than a live tiger.

Thus the Maharaja was sunk in gloom. But soon came the happy news which dispelled that gloom. In his
own state sheep began to disappear frequently from a hillside village.

It was first ascertained that this was not the work of Khader Mian Saheb or Virasami Naicker, both famed
for their ability to swallow sheep whole. Surely, a tiger was at work. The villagers ran to inform the
Maharaja. The Maharaja announced a three-year exemption from all taxes for that village and set out on
the hunt at once.

The tiger was not easily found. It seemed as if it had wantonly hid itself in order to flout the Maharaja’s
will.

Note : wantonly hid itself in order to flout the Maharaja’s will - The tiger had deliberately hidden itself to
disobey or challenge the king

The Maharaja was equally determined. He refused to leave the forest until the tiger was found. As the days
passed, the Maharaja’s fury and obstinacy mounted alarmingly. Many officers lost their jobs.

One day when his rage was at its height, the Maharaja called the dewan and ordered him to double the
land tax forthwith.

“The people will become discontented. Then our state too will fall a prey to the Indian National Congress.”
“In that case you may resign from your post,” said the king.

The dewan went home convinced that if the Maharaja did not find the tiger soon, the results could be
catastrophic. He felt life returning to him only when he saw the tiger which had been brought from the
People’s Park in Madras and kept hidden in his house.

At midnight when the town slept in peace, the dewan and his aged wife dragged the tiger to the car and
shoved it into the seat. The dewan himself drove the car straight to the forest where the Maharaja was
hunting. When they reached the forest the tiger launched its satyagraha and refused to get out of the car.



The dewan was thoroughly exhausted in his efforts to haul the beast out of the car and push it down to the
ground.

On the following day, the same old tiger wandered into the Maharaja’s presence and stood as if in humble
supplication, “Master, what do you command of me?”’ It was with boundless joy that the Maharaja took
careful aim at the beast. The tiger fell in a crumpled heap.

Note : stood as if in humble supplication - Stood as if politely begging or requesting something.

“I have killed the hundredth tiger. My vow has been fulfilled,” the Maharaja was overcome with elation.
Ordering the tiger to be brought to the capital in grand procession, the Maharaja hastened away in his car.

After the Maharaja left, the hunters went to take a
closer look at the tiger. The tiger looked back at
them rolling its eyes in bafflement. The men
realised that the tiger was not dead; the bullet had

Read & Find Out :
What will now happen to the astrologer? Do you
think the prophecy was indisputably disproved?

After the Maharaja believes he has killed the missed it. It had fainted from the shock of the
hundredth tiger, he feels that the astrologer’s bullet whizzing past. The hunters wondered what
prediction has been proved wrong. So, the they should do. They decided that the Maharaja
astrologer would likely be punished or dismissed. must not come to know that he had missed his
target.

If he did, they could lose their jobs. One of the hunters took aim from a distance of one foot and shot the
tiger. This time he killed it without missing his mark.

Then, as commanded by the king, the dead tiger was taken in procession through the town and buried. A
tomb was erected over it.

A few days later the Maharaja’s son’s third birthday was celebrated. Until then the Maharaja had given his
entire mind over to tiger hunting. He had had no time to spare for the crown prince. But now the king
turned his attention to the child. He wished to give him some special gift on his birthday. He went to the
shopping centre in Pratibandapuram and searched every shop, but couldn’t find anything suitable. Finally
he spotted a wooden tiger in a toyshop and decided it was the perfect gift.

The wooden tiger cost only two annas and a quarter. But the shopkeeper knew that if he quoted such a low
price to the Maharaja, he would be punished under the rules of the Emergency. So, he said, ‘‘Your Majesty,
this is an extremely rare example of craftsmanship. A bargain at three hundred rupees!”

“Very good. Let this be your offering to the crown prince on his birthday,” said the king and took it away
with him.

On that day father and son played with that tiny little wooden tiger. It had been carved by an unskilled
carpenter. Its surface was rough; tiny slivers of wood stood up like quills all over it. One of those slivers
pierced the Maharaja’s right hand. He pulled it out with his left hand and continued to play with the prince.

The next day, infection flared in the Maharaja’s right hand. In four days, it developed into a suppurating
sore which spread all over the arm.

Three famous surgeons were brought in from Madras. After holding a consultation they decided to
operate. The operation took place.

The three surgeons who performed it came out of the theatre and announced, “The operation was
successful. The Maharaja is dead.”



In this manner the hundredth tiger took its final revenge upon the Tiger King

Vocabulary

1. Pretending: acting as if something is true when it is not
He was pretending to be fine even though he was worried.

2. Strategic: planned carefully to achieve a goal
They made a strategic plan to improve their situation.

3. Withdrawal: the act of pulling back or leaving
His withdrawal from school surprised everyone.

4. Hasty: done quickly without thinking
It was a hasty decision to leave the job.

5. Retreat: to move back or withdraw
They had to retreat when the conditions became unsafe.

6. Imperative: extremely important or necessary
It is imperative to complete basic education.

7. Indomitable: impossible to defeat or discourage
She showed an indomitable spirit despite challenges.

8. Extraordinary: very unusual or impressive
He showed extraordinary courage in difficult times.

9. Revealed: made something known
The report revealed the truth about the situation.

10. Demise: the death of a person or the end of something
The sudden demise of the king shocked the entire kingdom.

11. Foretold: predicted before it happened
The signs foretold a heavy storm.

12. Compelled: forced to do something
He was compelled to work to support his family.

13. Miracle: something very surprising and wonderful
Getting help felt like a miracle.

14. Astonishing: very surprising
Her progress was astonishing.

15. Emerged: came out or became visible
He emerged from the crowd after the event.

16. Transfixed: unable to move because of strong emotion
She stood transfixed by what she saw.



17. Stupefaction: a feeling of shock or amazement
He stared in stupefaction at the news.

18. Wildly: in an uncontrolled or extreme way
The crowd reacted wildly to the announcement.

19. Blinked: closed and opened the eyes quickly
He blinked in surprise.

20. Gazed intently: looked very carefully and with focus
She gazed intently at the notice board.

21. Predictions: statements about what will happen in the future
The teacher made predictions about exam results.

22. Uttered: spoke something
He uttered a few words of thanks.

23. Quake: a sudden, violent shaking of the ground
The buildings shook when a powerful quake struck the region.

24. Terrifying: very frightening
The storm was terrifying.

25. Emerged: came out or became visible
A solution emerged after discussion.

26. Rumour rife: rumours spreading widely
There were rumours rife about changes in rules.

27. Innumerable: too many to count
There are innumerable challenges to overcome.

28. Self-defence: protecting oneself from harm
She learned self-defence for safety.

29. Thrilled beyond measure: extremely happy
She was thrilled beyond measure when she succeeded.

30. Tuft: a small bunch of hair or grass
There was a tuft of grass growing through the crack.

31. Incoherent: unclear or not making sense
He was too tired to speak and sounded incoherent.

32. Inhabiting: living in a place
Many families are inhabiting the area.

33. Proclamation: an official announcement
The government made a proclamation about new rules.



34. Confiscated: taken away officially
The police confiscated illegal goods.

35. Firm in his resolve: strongly determined
He remained firm in his resolve to continue studying.

36. Carcass: the dead body of an animal
The carcass lay on the roadside.

37. Relented: became less strict or agreed after refusing
The teacher finally relented and gave extra time.

38. Deliberations: careful discussions
The decision was made after long deliberations.

39. Despatched: sent off quickly
The letter was dispatched the same day.

40. Forthwith: immediately
He left the place forthwith after the announcement.

41. Retain: to keep or continue having
She worked hard to retain her job.

42. Unforeseen: not expected
They faced unforeseen problems.

43. Hurdle: a difficulty or obstacle
Lack of resources is a major hurdle.

44, Extinct: no longer existing
Some traditions are becoming extinct.

45, Harakiri: an act of self-destruction (used metaphorically)
Ignoring education is like harakiri for one’s future.

46. Crack of laughter: a sudden loud laugh
A crack of laughter broke the silence.

47. Investigate: to examine carefully
They decided to investigate the issue.

48. Anxiety: a feeling of worry
He felt anxiety about the future.

49. Altogether: completely or in total
The plan failed altogether.

50. Extremely: to a very great degree
The weather was extremely hot.



51. Savage beast: a wild and dangerous animal
The villagers were afraid of a savage beast nearby.

52. Wary: careful and alert
She was wary of strangers.

53. Dispelled: made something disappear
The teacher’s explanation dispelled their doubts.

54. Ascertained: found out for sure
They ascertained the truth after checking.

55. Famed: well known
The place is famed for its market.

56. Exemption: freedom from a rule or duty
He got an exemption from the fee.

57. Wantonly: in a careless or cruel way
Resources should not be used wantonly.

58. Flout: openly ignore rules
Some people flout traffic rules.

59. Determined: having a strong decision
She is determined to succeed.

60. Fury: extreme anger
He reacted with fury to the injustice.

61. Obstinacy: stubborn refusal to change
His obstinacy made the situation worse.

62. Alarmingly: in a worrying way
Prices are rising alarmingly.

63. Discontented: unhappy or dissatisfied
He felt discontented with his situation.

64. Catastrophic: causing great damage
The flood had catastrophic effects.

65. Satyagraha: non-violent resistance for truth
Gandhi promoted satyagraha as a method of protest.

66. Exhausted: extremely tired
She felt exhausted after working all day.

67. Supplication: a humble request
He made a supplication for help.



68. Crumpled heap: something crushed into a pile
The paper lay in a crumpled heap.

69. Overcome: unable to deal with emotions
She was overcome with emotion.

70. Elation: great happiness
He felt elation after achieving success.

71. Hastened: moved quickly
She hastened to finish her work.

72. Bafflement: confusion
He looked around in bafflement.

73. Whizzing: moving very fast
The bicycle went whizzing past him.

74. Suppurating sore: a wound filled with pus
The untreated injury became a suppurating sore.

Listen to the story.
Click on the link below to hear the story being read. Note the pronunciation of the words .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgQVOGpNo50

NCERT - TEXT-BOOK Q&A :
Reading with Insight :

1. The story is a satire on the conceit of those in power. How does the author employ the literary
device of dramatic irony in the story?

2. What is the author’s indirect comment on subjecting innocent animals to the willfulness of
human beings?

3. How would you describe the behaviour of the Maharaja’s minions towards him? Do you find
them truly sincere towards him or are they driven by fear when they obey him? Do we find a
similarity in today’s political order?

4. Can you relate instances of game-hunting among the rich and the powerful in the present times

that illustrate the callousness of human beings towards wildlife?

5. We need a new system for the age of ecology — a system which is embedded in the care of all
people and also in the care of the Earth and all life upon it. Discuss.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dgQV0GpNo50

BOARD QUESTIONS - PATTERN / MOST REPEATED QUESTIONS - These come again and again in different
forms:

1. *lIrony and the Ending -
2. % Character of the Maharaja
3. x Fate vs Free Will

4. + Key Incidents from the Story

QUESTION BANK FOR REVISION :

v MCQs

v Extracts

v Case-based

v Short + Long answers
v Higher-order questions

MCQs :
1. The astrologer predicted that the king would:

a) Become powerful
b) Die due to a tiger
c) Livelong

d) Lose his kingdom

2. How many tigers did the King kill ?

a) 100
b) 101
c) 99
d) 50

3. Why did the king marry?

a) Love

b) Political alliance

c) To hunt more tigers
d) Family pressure



4. The story is mainly:

a) Tragic

b) Satirical
c¢) Romantic
d) Historical

5. In the story - the king represents :

a) Foolishness

b) Pride and arrogance
c) Kindness

d) Justice

6. TheKing the 100th tiger :

a) Killed

b) Wounded

c) Escaped

d) Never found

7. The ending highlights:

a) Courage

b) Revenge

c) Misfortune
d) Irony of fate

Extract Based
Extract 1:

The Maharaja said "First you may draw up statistics of tiger populations in the different native states. Next
you may investigate if there is a girl | can marry in the royal family of a state with a large tiger population.”

I.  Why did the Maharaja decide to get married?
1. What does this decision reveal about the Maharaja’s character?
Il How does this extract reflect the theme of satire?

Extract 2

“I have killed the hundredth tiger. My vow has been fulfilled,” the Maharaja was overcome with elation.
Ordering the tiger to be brought to the capital in a grand procession, the Maharaja hastened away in his
car.

i Why was the king overjoyed?
ii.. What is ironic here?



Extract 3:

The dewan went home convinced that if the Maharaja did not find the tiger soon, the results could be
catastrophic. He felt life returning to him only when he saw the tiger which had been brought from the
People’s Park in Madras and kept hidden in his house. At midnight when the town slept in peace, the
dewan and his aged wife dragged the tiger to the car and shoved it into the seat.

i Why was the Dewan worried?
ii. What does the Dewan’s action show about him?
iii. How does this extract bring out humour?

Extract 4 :

The Maharaja purchased a wooden tiger as a gift for his son. While playing with it, a small splinter pierced
his right hand. Though it seemed like a minor injury at first, it soon developed into a serious infection. The
best surgeons were called, but the Maharaja could not be saved.

i.  What caused the Maharaja’s death?
ii.  Why is the wooden tiger significant?
iii. How does this extract reflect the theme of irony?

CASE BASED Qs :

1. Read the case and answer the questions:
The Dewan, in particular, went to great lengths to fulfil the king’s wishes, but not out of loyalty.

a. What does this case reveal about the relationship between the Maharaja and his officials?

b. Why does the Dewan go to extreme lengths to arrange a tiger?

c. What larger message does this case convey about power?

2. Read the case and answer the questions:

The Maharaja kills so many tigers not out of need. For him hunting tigers becomes a matter of
pride, and tigers are treated as mere targets .

a. Draw a brief character sketch of the Maharaja basis in this case.
b. What broader issue does this case highlight?

c.  What message from the author does this case convey ?



Short Answer Qs :
i Why did the king ban tiger hunting?
ii.  What happened to the 100th tiger?

iii. How did the Tiger King die?

iv. Did the astrologer’s prediction come true?
v.  What does the diamond ring episode reveal?
vi.  Was the prophecy disproved?

Long Answer Qs :

1. Discuss the irony in ‘The Tiger King’.

2. Discuss how the author in The Tiger King uses humour and irony to convey serious ideas about
power and human behaviour?

Higher Order Questions :

1. Do you think the king's actions were justified?

2. What message does the story give about power?

3. How does the story remain relevant today?






